A Sailor’s Story

By Charles A. Foege, USN, Anne Foege, Viola Foege &
Charles J. Foege

Dedicated With All My Love
To my parents, Charles and Anne Foege



Forward

I put this book together from my father’s “5 Year Diary”, which I
was very excited to discover. I soon found that he had only written
in between June and October 1941, his first year of service. I have
added documents from his USN service records, which I obtained in
2003 (thanks to the federal records center) and letters from his
mom and new bride, which are also from his service records file.
Fortunately, [ soon discovered his book, “My Life In the Service”,
another type of blank book that is dated April 9 to April 28, 1942,
That small record really helped to fill in some more blanks. The
“dates to remember” note my mom wrote shows the breadth of her
love then, and she remained in love with him during her last ten
years she lived without him.

I put this book together to try to learn more about my Dad’s years in
the service. He never brought up his years he served. Some of the
following explains why, especially in clues I derive from the letters
I'm including here.

I feel bad having never shown any interest to ever want to discuss
WWII with my Dad. I guess I feel guilty, because he did defend his
country and future family (I was born ten years after his enlistment
in 1941). I was a conscientious objector during the Vietnam War and
did not serve. My Dad defended my right to protest that war and to
refuse being drafted, and he wrote a long letter to my draft board
explaining why I was not suitable for military duty. This book is the
least I can do some sixty years later.

chonlen J FOL?L

SJL}OtL’W\LL/\/ 7, 2004



NRB Form No. 24 (Reviaed)
This application blank will be forwarded for file with papers

in the Bureau in cases of men accepted for enlistment.

APPLICATION FOR ENLISTMENT

_l2th Congressional District, County of _____ (,1_’1_99_3_? ______ _-. State of . Missourd
¢

This information to be supplied by Recruiter)

S§t. Louis, Missourl

(Place)
January. 15, ., 141,
LI

Last school grade completed: _
Reason for enlistment:

Language qualifications: __
‘What 1s your trade?

1 desire to submit my application for an enlistment of _4_ years in the United States Navy, and declare
that I am of good habits and character in all respects; that I have never deserted from the U. 5. Navy,
Marine Corps, Army, Coast Guard or Civilian Conservation Corps. Having been informed that any false
statements made hy me would bar me from enlisting, I certify that the following statements are correct:

Name in full: ___Charles - Archie Foege, Jr. T
{ First) (Middie) (Last)
Date of birth: .__.Japiary___5 1916 Place of birth:__ St, Louls, Mo,

{Month) (Day) (Year) (City and State)

What is your race? White U.8.. 1f you were born in foreign territory, how did you acquire citizenship?

- Are you now a U. S. citizen? _y85.

Have you anyone solely or partially dependent upon you for support? .-

Are you married?
Home Address:..._ 3650 Acme Avenue .. S, Louis, —-ccceeeeo BTCE- 101 o
¢s

treet No) (Nam: of Streetd {City or Town) (Suate)

Former address: __ﬂai_ﬂurm-,&t--_LQuia,_Mg. Length of time lived at residence i I o

Former address: ... TITI 7T T Length of time lived at residence __ =277

H
Where was your father born?.Sts Louls, Mo. Wherewas your mother bornP-2ha ionis, Mo,

Is your father living? YES. _1s.your lging? . yes_ . ..
(Yes or oo) {Yes or ne)
Are your parents divorced? ___DQ Separated? _no__Have you a stepfather? __..00Q stepmother? na._.
(Yes or No) (Yes or No) (Yes or a0) (¥es or no)
N:me and relationship of next of kin or legal guardian: __yJ.QJ.E__EIE.IlCFF{x ROGER . . oswaa
it mame)
___________________ Mother ------—w ———-—wnne-. Home address of next of kin or legal guardian: -
(Relatinnship)
5650 Acme Avenue Bt, Louldg, . C . Missouri . ______
(Street No.) (Name of Street) (City or Town) (Caunty) (State)
Do you drink intoxicating liquors? ,,,.&Zeﬁ-__ 1f so, to what extent? _.__.moderately ____
ot or Noj
Have you ever been arrested or in the custody of police? o oo TEse, ferwhat? e e

Have you ever been in a reform school, jail, or penitentiary, or have you ever been convicted of any erime?

no

1 so, how long?__.
Character of discharge.__—ss=sa= _____ Are you now or have you been a member of the National
Guard, Naval Militia, Naval Reserve, or Marine Corps Reserve, or Civilian Conservation Corps? _.
. Produce discharge DQ___

D

SR ¢ Lo S 1f so, what company or unit? =
A /7 Z B
l
(Applicant sign full name here) ___.__,,”_bez, _%

Accepted: Yes S --Cause of rejection: n 7

Captain (D-0) U.S‘N.R._“
--G—cm}r."é-tg‘m‘gl‘ixxzeﬁ § ST TAYER -

{Qiver)

T



T ENI S R NAVAL RESERVE No. 1543

p REQUISITION FOR CLOTHING AND SMALL STORES 2 JAR
- 9UD_Gth NRArea USKR..St.. Loulsy Higsourd oo Fens--155: 1041

I certify that the follo data are correct and that the articles enumerated in column “Quantity
required’’ are necessary for d.r:ﬁ:s and training purposes of the rescrvist meutioned below and that he is in
a status entitling him to a clothing gratuity.

_FQEGE - 1'1 S5
: FOEGE, Charles Archie, JTeHl= ARY1—UGHR-—
§ MM' 38th Diw 6th_ MATen, foot of *-*Fei’*y->~"rt>-"-St“f-ws---- .........
Date of last enlistment or enrollment ..._____
3 Value of gratuitous issues previously reccived durmg p;esent erﬁ!hmcnt or enI*oI!.ment, LT - M
¢ G. F. SCHWARTZ
Enlisted Jang 11941 -’
i3 £ > o]
; for FOUE full Ears. RN T aﬁm
Glive serial numbers of all previous unfilled rsquisitions against this ress A i Nav. Bes. Area
i B c D
Inactive duty NR 3941« cr savicins —~
Size desired | Quantlt Unit price Extension
Brwrs, black, woven ()| =
Bra1p, branch mark, blue, 33, whit @®-| = x x x [.3..yds [
Car RriBBONE:
U. 8. Navy. [l (F B AR | e rassneeildangedic oo
U. 8. N. R. Aviation Base. @)l x x x x =

Cars (see reverse side):
C. P. O, and C. & 8., combination,
Cloth
Wateh. ... ...
Croruss Srors.
Coars, blue serge (attach measurement blank)_ .
Coar anp TroUsERS, blue serge (attach measurement blank) .,
Coar, Trousens, AND Wa1sTCOAT, blue serge (attach measurement blsnk),,(a),,

: Coawrs, white, drill, Navy (attach measurement blank).——.....cocoooe oo (a)-
b Devices, C. P. O (a)._
: Devices, C. & 8 (@)
Guroves, woolen (see reverse side) _(ab).
Hars, white (see reverse side).....______ .. FUCUEPRORE—. . -
Jackers, mess atiendants’ By

JeraEYs (see reverse side) ().
Jumrers (sce reverse side):
s

Blue, ABem Shdcxed ( ¥ ) have been eliminated
Bt._e’ BYedd over issue of gratuity allowdn?ﬁ .
Dh#amea checked ( X ) haye bgen eliminateg.ns
Vagmpicete -allewance .of these items has bemn
WE\EE‘H“E-I--l -1--cheeked--iteme-will.be. supplikd

Lzcarygs (gge ey £ide- r"lmney“crder'coveriﬂg v&i‘t’ib
Manxbr MG lngum!ung . Cab

Blue (ingert name of mark:
White (insert name of mark:
t NECKERCHIEFS.
Nnrekrres, bow, C. & 8§

Neoxring, four-in-hand, C. P. O

OvERcoATS (sce Teverse side)
RaINcoaTs (see reverse side)
Razing Bavass, blue (insert rating: ) (b

e by |30 2
R . -
24 4

Torar VALUE

officars’ cooks and stewards. (8) For other enlisted ratings.

3 were shipped by PARCEL POST ______

_________ _MAH_"?-‘TI 19

(Activity making shipment)




INSTRUCTIONS

This form is to be used for all requireinents for articles of clothing and small stores under the uniform
gratuity for chief petty officers, officers’ cooks and stewards, and all other enlisted ratings for members of
the Naval Reserve. HKequeitions for such articles as eoats, blue and white; overcoats; raincoats; trousers,
blue and white; and waistcoats, blue, for chief petty officers and officers’ cooks and stewards, must be
accompanied by measurement blanks procured upon application to the Naval Clothing Depot, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Frepure form 1n quadruplicate (original and three carbon copies). For Naval Reserve, other than Class
V-3 and Class V-5, the original and first two carbon copies will be forwarded to the activity authorized to
make issue (art. 1431-10, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts Manual and Supplies and Accounts Memoranda).
For Naval Reserve of Class V-3 and Class V-5, the original and first two carbon eopics will be forwarded to
the Bureau of Navigation. The third carbon copy will be retained for the files of the organization.

Insert in column A ‘‘size desired”’, and in column B “‘number req
3

DU NUL maks any entries in eolumns (0 and D.

INFORMATION CONUERNING RIZES, ETC., OF
CAPS: €. P. 0. and C. & K., and Claih
Order by s1zes—6}, 6%, 6%, 6%, 7, 7%, T4, 7%, 7%, 7%.

GLOVES.
Order by sizes—10, 10%, 11.

HATS, White.
Order by s1zes—0%, 6%, 0%, 6%, 7, 7%, 7Y, 7%, 7H, 7%.

JERSEYS.
Order by s1zes. ___ 32 34 36
Actunl chest measurements of theae sizes are... 29 31 33

JUMPERS: Blue, dress; Blue, undress; Dungaree; White, dress; White, undress.|
Order by sizus—the sizes of all jumpers, except blue, dress, blue
maasnrement.  Actnal chest measuremaents of jumpers, blue, dress, blue
Jumpers, blue, dress, and undress, size .. 34 36 38 40
Chest measurement. 3 34 41 43
Jumpers, dungaree, siz - 306 38 40 42
Chest measurement._ 39 41 43 45
LEGGINGS.
Orderbyswizes. ... 1 2 3 4
‘CUorresponding calf measurements are___ 13 13%  13% 144
OYERCOATS.
Order by sizes—32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44. Chief petty officers and cooks and stewards must attach
measurement blanks. .
RAINCOATS.
Order by s1zes—32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, Chief petty officers and cooks and stewards must attach
meagurcment blanls,
RATING BA‘DGES.—SERVICE STRIPES. - B
If “gold” or “silver” rating badges or ‘‘gold” service stripes are desired, strike out “*blue”” and insert
“aald?? ar “ailver '’

15% 164 17

SHIRTS, flannel, C. P. O. =
Order by neck srzm8_. ... 14 14% 15 15% 16 164 17 174 18
Actual chest measurements are 42 43 44 45 46 48 50 52 54

SHOES, high or low.
Order by s1zes—>b, b%, 6, 6%, /, 7%, 8, 8%, 9, Y%, 10, 10%, 11, and by wiptus—A, B, C, D, E, F. (Ses
opposite side.)
TROUSERS: Blue; Dungaree; White.
Order by WAIST SIZES. 29 30 a1 3z 33 HE 33 30 38 40
Leg measurements are... 30 31 31 33 33 33 33 33 33 32

UNDERSHIRTS, Cotton.
Order by sizus—32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44.

U. 8. GOVERNNENT FRINTING OFFICE 18 10131



June 16, 1941

I went to Roseland. Admission: 1 pk of cigarettes. Very good time. Danced with
hostess. She complimented my dancing. I played ping pong afterwards.

June 17

I had the duty tonight. I watched
some men make screen armory in
the #4 hold. Nothing interesting.

June 18

Last night in New York, leaving
tomorrow. I went to Roseland.
Found out that singer with Dick
Rogers Band is from St. Louis. Had
nice time. Back to sleep at 1.

June 19

260 soldiers came aboard. We
sailed at 10:30. When we pulled out
I really felt low. Thought of Anne
& Mom a long time. We circled
and checked instruments all day.

June 20

Still heading east. Since the

soldiers came on board the chow is
better. We are in a convoy, with 4
ships and 3 destroyers. The tug had
a little motor trouble. I was given
charge of the gear locker.




June 21

Now heading N.N.E. Not much doing. Sea still calm but 4 soldiers were seasick.
Heard rumor that one of the yardmen were found in lifeboat no. 3. Don’t believe
it. Mail is to be censored.

June 22

Sunday a day of rest, so I rested all day. No watch. A storm came up and broke up
the Movies. We had to take down screen in wind and rain.

June 23

Geo. Ackerman has been in his dress blues the last two nights, expecting to have
liberty. We pull into harbor tomorrow. They had “Sandy was a lady.” so I went to
bed. We ...

June 24

I woke up this morning and we were in a harbor. A town called Argentia. A navy
seaplane base. The bay is surrounded by desolate rocks projecting almost straight

up.

June 25

I made liberty in town. Rained like hell about 15 Natives and the rest of the
people were workers building the base. Rains here 9 days out of ten. It is cold
enough for sox. About 900 miles to go.

June 26

We were issued
rough weather
clothes. Very nice
weather. About 55
in sun. Cold in
wind. I just about
froze at movies
“East Side of




Heaven”. Went on a working party to the Albemarle, seaplane tender. Very nice
ship. No mail aboard yet.

June 27

I cleaned Paymasters’ supply office all morning. I went to sick bay and got
vaccinated for small pox. Saw the movie “Career,” with Anne Shirley (good
picture).

June 28

Weather fine. We pulled along side of the tanker Sapilo and refueled. All week
were at anchor. Saturday comes so we fuel instead of liberty. Captain’s
inspection. Vaccination ain’t taken.

June 29

Mail from Mom. Liberty from 09:00 to 16:00. Rain all day. Walked to Placentia 4
12 miles and back. Spent afternoon in Marine Canteen. Feeling pretty good.

June 30

We pulled out for G. at 14:00. Only one ship was added to convoy, the Sapilo;
tanker. Battle condition #3 was started! Guns partially manned. We’re on watch 4
off 8. Ship is rolling much.

July 1

No pay today. One sailor got sick. We holy stoned sundeck all day. Got 12 to 4
watch tonight. Very nice weather. They fired 3 guns in morning. One broke
down. I want to go home.

July 2

Pay day. I left $7 in. I had the helm tonight and Iron Mike failed. I had to steer by

magnetic compass in a storm. Whew. Work. I was complimented. I stood 3
watches.



wse pugges LIFE presents the first pictures that
G 3.

FIRST U.S. TROOPS LAND 0
IN GREENLAND TO PREPARE
MAIN ARMY AND AIR BASE
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or, B e »in e 5 Ll
anchor in the harborof Argentia, Newf:

July 3
Really rough. I feel kind of weak in the belly. Lots of soldiers & sailors are sick.
It’s raining very hard. Only one watch today.

July 4

Boy this is really a day. Everyone is sick or won’t admit it. I held every thing so
far. The waves are washing over the decks. We can’t even see the Raritanox
Comanche between the waves.



July 5

We sighted Greenland and picked up the counsel & pilot at 11:30 at night, sun is
still up. Water is calm and we are on our course again. Fairly warm.

July 6
We
steamed
up areal
narrow
channel
about 40
miles.
Ice pans
and
small
bergs all
around.
Before
we got in
channel 1

A §mall lce berg

counted over 100 bergs.

July 7

I sent 2 letters and four p.cards back to states (Mom & Anne, Russ & Russ, Dick,
Bill), via the destroyers. Cleaned up the deck. Not much to write about. Warm
here.

July 8

This place is surrounded by high peaks & there is a glacier visible in the distance.
There is a large field for an airport. Only flat place I seen.
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July 9
I went ashore and tried to walk to that glacier 3 hrs. and I still didn’t make it. Met
the Capt. & Executive on shore. Came back in their boat. On report - 1 ¥2 hrs over
leave.

July 10

It rained most of the day. Knocked off from side cleaning. Wonder when we will
unload in earnest. An iceberg almost crushed the army pontoons. Got Haircut.

July 11

I went before most. 5 days liberty restricted probation. If I don’t get off that side
cleaning soon I will go nuts. I’'m crabby as hell. Rumor is 3 days in N.Y. than
Bermuda.

July 12

They got me out of bed
at 12 midnight. The
Sapilo was dragging her
anchor. On watch until
3. Manned lines of
Raritan alone. Rained
all day.

July 13

Played cards all day.
Didn’t do so good.
Absolutely nothing to
do. Weather a little
damp. All mountains
around covered with
snow. All white.

11



July 14

Weather is warm.
Payday is
tomorrow. Pay
number is NR-6-
61. Have $25 due.
Unloading is
progressing slow
TRt ik o e e i et etk bt e Tt S UL Sure.

July 15

I drew 7 dollars pay. Balance. $18. In the afternoon I was in the chain locker. We
tiered 135 fathoms of chain. This was really work.

July 16
I was given charge of 4 men to paint a boat and renew the lines. I ran the winch
on No 3 hold for about an hour. Time is really passing slow.

Braikar i
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This was my Dad’s ship, the U.S.S. Munargo.

July 17

Still painting boat. Also fixing hurricane deck. Weather is warm but wind is cold.
July 18

It rained all day today. Very little work done. The “Commanche” left for states
with mail.

July 19

A full days work today in rain. Spent all night thinking of home and Ann. Every
one is down in dumps tonite.

July 22

Still painting side on bow. Same old long sticks with brush on end. I don’t trust
those guys tending my lines.

July 23

Still painting. Got a half a day off. Went ashore just to get off of ship. Irode in a
jeep - asmall car, V8 powered. Bumpy. Whew.

July 24

I was supposed to take it easy on painting but got the Bow anyway. I'm mad. This
painting is getting me down. All there is to talking about is painting.

July 25
Painted half a day and went ashore. Really good liberty. Four guys and I went up

the mountain via water. I took a shower under a waterfall. Bet no one has ever
walked that stream. Nude.

13



July 26

A Panama ship “Nora” came in loaded way down. No mail. Heard that soldiers
were to leave ship by Wed. Maybe we’ll leave soon.

July 27

The U.S.A.T. Siboney, and destroyer Greer came in. They brought mail for
soldiers but none for us. This the 2" time this has happened.

July 28

We finished side painting today I hope. Greer left. Nothing much else to say.

Rumor on leaving still persist. Our mail is to be in N.Y.
Dad is on far right.

July 29

The Cheateau Theirry left this morn. We had turkey & ice cream for supper. The
“C.G. Modac” came and left. Wind blew up and carried away gas tanks and
boats.

The Greer

July 30

A little calmer today but still not so
good. Ibought a pair of pants from
4 Richards $3.00 I think we leave Friday

= July 31

Soldiers didn’t leave today. Weather is bad. No pay till the 5" in N.Y. Secured for
sea.

14



August 1

We unloaded soldiers and supplies until 11:00 then weighed anchor. Left. Just
before chow I shot the cookies. More sick now than ever before.

Waiing roegs sl the 4

e A rn imnegeet (mtmin Fhierrp watvh ofher usits in thely il
s —tmm patrl nsnis, am il Rambrr, o Trmnsport

August 2

Streaming as before speed 15 knots wet weather. N.Y. is our destination. The
chow is really good and all you want. I feel pretty good today.

August 3

Belly Isle straits. Newfoundland. We hit very lumpy water today but no one
seems to be sick. It is a side list and has no travel. Gun watch is secured. Making
good time.

August 4

Still making good time. We hit fog every night but we don’t cut speed any. Doing
lots of painting & cleaning. Cigarettes are .50 a carton.

15



August 5

Not much doing. Making good time. Draw $41 pay. 5” gun was fired. Thirty cal.
machine guns fired. 4 men were hit by fragments when bullet hit wall.

August 6

N.Y. at 3:50 T.P. Oakes won the $200. Made liberty & went to coney. Still no
mail. I made a half a load early and then didn’t drink any more.

August 7

Sure is good to be back in States. I have dut today. We are tied up a Erie Basin
Brooklyn. About a mile from the Army Port.

August 8

I went to Roseland. Before I went I phoned Ann & Mom. That was the best six
dollars I ever spent. We all were really happy.

August 9

Went to Coney in afternoon for swim. Met Geo. Fors at Times Square. And we
went to Central Park. We had a good time just bumming.

August 10

Spent nite & morn at Kenmore Hall 23 & Lex. Saw a show in the afternoon then
then went to Penn Station to see if Ann was coming in. but no

August 11

Derby & I went to Arcadia. Met girl from Pittsburg had fair time. I made
arrangements for Ann to stay at St. George hotel. Sent telegram.

16



August 12

Ann called twice today she is at 1140 Vice Ave Bronx (Adrian). I saw her at 6:00.
I couldn’t say hardly a word & just couldn’t wait to kiss her. Went to “Y”’ dance
with Vally & Gerton.

August 13
I had the duty but Mr. Giles arranged my getting off. Ann & I went to Roseland. I
had a wonderful time. Can’t believe it’s true yet. She sure looks good.

August 15
Have liberty till 8:00 Mon. Don Alfred is standing my watch.

. August
16

I took
Ann to
Coney
Island.
She
would
ride on
any of
the
rides.
She
sure is
good

| to have

did without her. Ilove
her more than ever.

war. 3 =
%za{ J(QEM?&@V;L August 17

_-—“__"_—-.
BROADWAY
COTKTAIL Loums

SETWEEN 491
sronsway WHE

EETING PLACE OF THE WORLD
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We went to Rockaway Beach. Had a wonderful time. Water was too cool to swim
in. We stopped by Times Square on the way home for ice cream.

(Actual souvenirs from their date above.)
August 18

We went to the “Paramount” and saw the “Ink Spots” (in sailor suit). This time is
passing so fast. It is just like I'd never been away from Ann.

August 19

Duty tonight. I wrote Mom after I got off duty. I felt ashamed of myself for not
doing so sooner. I haven’t even had time to sleep.

August 20

We went to the Arcadia. We had a good time but both of us were tired. Anne
went to see the Statue of Liberty.

August 21

Took test for S 1/C. Tonight was the last with Anne. We went to Astor Roof and
saw Will Bradley. We sat in kitchen until it was time for me to leave. I was
sissy.

August 22

Cleaned & painted all day. We have duty tonight. Isaw Anne going down stairs
to train & caught her. I was sure tempted to go back with her.

August 23

About 250 soldiers came aboard at 10:00 Under weight about 12:00 calibrated
compass until about 4:00. Soldiers are the 41* Reconn. Squadron Sea Calm.

18



August 24

Very fine weather. Chow is spotty first very good then very bad. I am standing
wheel watches. Our speed is 14K. We are painting.

August 25

We're still painting. And weather was calm until nite when it started to blow.
Soldiers go to airport 240 miles from St. Johns.

August 26

I have passed my S 1/C exam. I must wait until I have enough time in before it is
effective. It is still windy. We dock tomorrow.

August 27

It got foggy about 5:00 and we missed St. John’s. Some navigators. Finally
docked at 11:00. Very small harbor neck but big after you get in. Big guns on
cliffs and Sub nets in entrance. Liberty.

August 28

Duty today. Continued painting. Painting since we left N.Y. writing letters to be
mailed when I get back to states.

August 29

Left for New York today Soldiers of the 21* reccon. Squad came aboard. We
almost ran into the cliffs in the harbor. Calm sea.

August 30

Painting continues Sea is still calm Food gets worse as soon as soldiers get
aboard.

August 31

Sea calm. Painting continues. We may get in tomorrow night.
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September 1
S. calm. We cut down speed and will tie to pier 3 at 10:00 tomorrow.
September 2

Tied at 11:00 Liberty at 4:00 Started for Roseland and wound up at Paramount to
see Tommy Dorsey. Back to ship early.

September 3

Duty tonight very little information on where we’re going. Nora is at next Pier.
Cheateau Thiery dead ahead. Painting yet.

September 4

Liberty is a 48. Derby and I went to Roseland. Pretty good time. We stayed at
hotel by Madison Square Garden, Garden Apt Hotel.

September 5

Went to Strand and saw Sammy Kaye and Dive Bomber. Went to Miget Auto
Races. Back to the ship broke I don’t know where money went this payday.

September 6

Duty today and tomorrow. Slept all day except for watch.

September 7

Very dull on watches. Slept all day today too. I feel dopey. Still broke.
September 8

Wanted to go to the Bronx to see Adrian’s but I went to Columbus Circle Roller
Rink. Pretty good time. Back about 12:00.

20



September 9

Duty today. Had 12:00 to 16:00 watch. I’ve been hitting my watches pretty
good.

September 10

Derby and I went to Slone House “Y” to a dance. Very nice time. Heas $5.00 that
we are making liberty on.

September 11
Derby & I started for a dance in Flatbush but there was none. We went to Marti
Grau at Coney. I almost had my jumper filled with confetti.

September 12

Duty tonight. We are going to Newfoundland & B.W. Greenland also a place
called Crystal. No one seems to know of it.

September 13

Special payday. $10. Due and drawn. We went to Sloan house dance. Nice time.
Stayed there overnight. We went to Diamond Jim’s after dance.

September 14

We went to Burlesque (Republic) in afternoon. In the night we went to Roseland
and had a very good time. Slept at Sloan house.

September 15

Got back to ship and it was loaded for Newf. We were to leave at noon. Orders
cancelled. Soldiers came aboard. Duty tonight.

September 16

Left for Newf. At 11:30. Weather fine, practically no cargo. Beer & a few
provisions. Missed watches.
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September 17

Weather windy. No rain. Sea rough. Radley sick already. Poor guy has never
missed a trip.

September 18

Still rough. Nothing much else of any consequence.

September 19

Waves breaking over well deck. Really cold. Got soaked a couple of times.
September 20

Arrived at St. Johns about 8:00 Liberty started at 13:00. Left ship about 4:00 to
look for a dance. No luck. Spent night eating ice cream.

September 21

Left ship about 5:00 and looked for dance. No luck. Just bummed around. Liberty
expires at 10:00 Early reville in morning.

September 22

Left for States about 7:00. Storms are predicted about Wed. Hurricane coming up
coast of States. More soldiers from Gander lake.

September 23
Missed watches yesterday. Sea very calm. Not much wind.
September 24

Sea calm. No wind. Radley hasn’t been sick yet so it is really calm. Payday
tomorrow $15.00 due.
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September 25 through October 18, 1941
(no entries in diary)
October 19

Unloading continues. No 3 hold is empty only about half of the #1 and the icebox
left.

October 20

Left Greenland about 10:30 Rumor: we are to fuel a ship and then head for states.
4:00 reville to complete loading of big lighter. Really cold.

October 21, 1941 -- (last entry in diary)

Everyone put in for leave today.

- 5 year diary ends -

“My Life In the Service”

“It is my intention to keep this diary secret until after the war and
then go over it with Anne.” CAF

April 9, 1942
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

Last night I saw my first ship sink. About 3 o’clock in the morning Fred Radley
woke me up and then I heard a traffic explosion. Iran over to the door and a ship
about 100 yards astern of us was blazing furiously from its after well deck. Every
little while another explosion would cause us to quake a little and felt a little
scared. It was ammunition that was burning. Bullets were firing continually
exploding. It sounded like the 4™ of July on Acme Ave, only noisier. We were
feverishly trying to get upstream so we could get out of danger and it was really
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dangerous there. A limey corvette pulled close to the ship and started shelling it. I
guess they pumped about 20 or 25 shells in all. They then pulled past us. As they
passed they advised us to “abandon ship” (remembering Dunkurke). We could see
the ship settle lower and lower finally when the deck aft was almost awash, she
listed a way over to starboard. She was still burning more and more, if that is
possible. She started sinking lower and lower and then finally she started taking
water over the gunwales. It didn’t take any time at all then. When the water
reached the flames there was a terrific cloud of steam and and then pitch
blackness. The corvette played her searchlight on the stricken hulk and with a
rolling motion she was nearly sunk. Her bow was still buoyant and hung to the
surface protruding about 4 or 5 fee above the water. She finally gave up the ghost
and disappeared. The next morning the only trace of her was foremost, with the
signal halyard still flying backer, the danger flag. We were all very much
impressed and I hope that I am never on a ship that is afire at sea. — Before she
sank we had pulled out of danger. The next day someone recalled that during the
last war an ammunition ship caught afire and blew up. It took almost half of the
town with it. There is still part of a ships anchor 2 or 3 miles inland where it was
blown. I have tried to give you my impressions and reactions to the sad and yet
fascinating picture. I hope my description has been adequate. — Chas.

April 10, 1942

Tonight a can dropped three depth charges but whether they got the sub or not, I
don’t know.

April 22, 1942

Today we left Iceland for Greenock, Scotland. It is now twenty to midnight and it
is still light. At least we will be able to see subs or aircraft before time when or if
they attack. This is by far the most dangerous water we have ever been in. The
limey soldiers as a whole seem to be a pretty nice lot. Not nearly as cocky as
those in N.Y.C. We have some survivors aboard from a sunken ship. It was one
of the 20 that left Norway against German orders. Thirteen of them were sunk.

11 by aircraft and 2 by torpedoes. Some of them kids are not even of age. Two of
them say they are fifteen but I think they lie (one of them had never seen a
drinking fountain). That’s all tonight. -- Chas.
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April 25, 1942
Greenock, Scotland

Well, I finally made it all the way across the ocean. We arrived in Greenock
Scotland. I made libery and went to Glasgow by bus. One of the colored fellows
fell into the river (Clyde) while we were going over the side (on a Jacobs ladder)
to get aboard the liberty boat. I got in Glasgow just in time to get two glasses of
beer (not bad) and then the “pubs” closed at 9:30 sharp.

I went to “Lenards”, a penny arcade. I found out where all the old “one arm
bandits” go, Scotland. After bumming around in a total blackout, I finally talked
Joe Good into going to the “Locarno” a dance place. By the time we got there, it
had just closed. We went in anyway and it was a very nice place. (a cross
between “the Paragon” and “Casa Loma”). I'll have to there next time I get
liberty. We got on a streetcar that was supposed to take us someplace to sleep and
wound up in the suburbs. Mary Hill. The motorman said he would take us home
with him and after he turned his car into the station (car barn) we went home with
him. Matt Luke is probably the most generous guy I have ever met. His wife was
very nice and most considerate. She cooked us supper and we sat around the
fireplace and talked until about 1:45. He has four kids, evacuated to a farm out in
the country. He sent five out there but one boy was killed by a Lorry (truck). I left
them 55 packs of cigarettes and they were really appreciated. At 4:30 in the
morning he got us up to go to St. Enoch’s station to catch our bus back to
Greenock. His wife got up and fired us ham and eggs for breakfast (both of them
are scarce and rationed). I believe this is the most hospitable couple I have ever
met. He rolled R’s, but there was nothing “Scotch” about him. Lots of the
fellows spent the night sleeping in jail, the only place available. — Chas.

April 28, 1942

Tomorrow we will get aboard a whole bunch of civilian passengers. I am afraid
this is going to mean much more work for me as C.P.O. Mess Cook. Perhaps we
will get underway. I surely hope so. Glasgow is nice and I can have a good time
here, but Brooklyn is where my heart is these days. I love and want to be with my
wife. -- Chas.
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T * (N o Tull, strmame to the 1aft.)

No..411. 22 55 _ Rate__Slc V-6 {&:4

Date reported .. 6 [4/41 ________________________________ 3
e U.5.S. MUNARGO

Station

From -...... TGP AT NEW YORK

Aupgust 1, 1942:

Appointed: Ship's Cook Third Class.
Article 1275, USNR read and appointment
accepted.

Auth: BuRers C/I 92-42.

FCEGE is qualified in all respects for
this advancement in accordance with the
requirements of BuPers lanual and current
instructions. -

{.C Modgﬁﬁﬁfhfﬁfemdf.usn

EBxecutive Officer, By direction
of Commanciing Officer.

Date transferred SEPIET IRV I

To ... - S R ATEAREEsse e st s

Signature and rank of Commanding Officer.

Date received
Bhip
or S e
Station
iy T o e S S S g =S 5

- Signaturs and rank of ‘(:llammﬂ.nﬂ.lng Officer. 4—6111




NAV PERS. Form 601

¢ 0. order 1o _BUs= 16

J}"

(EERVICE N:M'E) (SURNAME) (FIRST NAME) (MIDDLE NAME)
SCle s l_] R!:Tu USHQEI V=1_ USN(I)D
(RATING) (eLASS) ‘

_U.S. Naval Air St Qn,_EaImﬂﬂDl&r—Elal

(SHIF OR STATION)

Entisted on 15 Jan. 41 and s this date.
(DATE) (DATE)

1. Dicrarged o HON. LISC. EXP, ENL.
A.LNAV i 196 li. RACTER OF AND REASON Foafisanﬂcs) -

2 Transterred 1o Fleet Reserve— ,)(at expiration of enlistment D)
(CLASS)

other than expitation of enlistment E‘) and(\s D) (:s nNOT D) immediately

ced from active duty.

3. Heleased trom active duty

Camp! E!M_‘p _years gervice o i’ Jan I"B l
(NUMBER Ll' 7 10

i emswwm NOT extended, or exterded only I )nur e s ey T,

ret Time served in enlistment and extension it any. (YRS (MOS ) (DAYS)

[ enlistrrent extended 2 or more years, e MEme—w Ee=——=
net time served in extension anly. (YRS.) (MOS.) (DAYS)

Time ( was[])(was NOTE) lost during this

enlistrent or extension because of AWOL, AOL. or HPDI. I
Pertmiission (mas[J)(na: ~NOT m)granwd to make vp time lost,

Other Service |Act 6-16-41)

(YRS.) (MOS.) (DAYS)

Net Service completed on date of |ast discharge. _VIF -—7—- _10
(YRS.) (MO5.) LDAYS)

Naval Service 1o include date of last discharge, - — —
(YRS.) (MOS.) {DAYS)

Thans Aeaed: + {ecommended for the Huropean
Africen Middle sastern Campaign Medal.
Accepted for enlistment atB) Inducted ar[] St. Louls, Mo,

Crdered to Active duty from i‘ |
PLAC

Discharged or transferred -
1@ Fleet Reserve at

[PLACE}

recommended for reenlistment,

) Gis NOT 1) recommended for Good Canduct Medal.

The above: pamed individual (is

The above riamed Individual (is

i —
Paymment of Discharge Gratuity Due at Discharge §. '?d ’l‘)
Fersonal Furds o ——

Credited §— ——

Cratuit L=
Ak TRYGDLAD LtL,(jgi_Uﬂj___
B Di ec (NAME Awus\”gum(\ ,A‘ i —
%—Twr h do rot apply to this ords icer {see A 5

“ihis ‘order rbhm be lired aut nefue wnalurg s atfixed}.

Yo be-eriered by the Distursing Office

Travel Adluwance 5_‘3_1%

PART 1 - FOR SERVICE RECORD
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These letters from my mom and my grandmother were
included with my Dad’s Naval Records. Quite a surprise.
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Anne Foege s B 2
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VIOLA FOEGE e

Charles A. Foege SCl/c a8 B, Les

U.S.S5. Y.M.S. #352

c¢/o Fleet Fost Office,

New York

The boy's address and rating

Mr. Cochran
Dear Sir;

I am writing you this letter in regards to my son who is
in the Navy Jan 15th 4 years in all that time he has had over seas
duty he was called with the 36 or Z5 naval division for duty on
April 25, 1941 & never had a bit of training & never went to any
echool for him to learn his rating he learned it the hard way aboard
ship he is ships cook 1/c now here is my trouble. Charles Foege 18
29 yre old, Jan 5th & I believe from his letters he 1s Just about ready
to crack so in my humble way Im asking you how can we avert it he isa
very biltter at the whole thing & 1s telling us in our letter s0, he is
aboard a mine sweeper working out of England or there abouts he was
entitled to 6 mo state side duty last Deec 1948. & was trancferred from
the Munargo, when it was decommissioned & sent™to Norfolk for his
asslignment he was cent to a base there & in 2 days he was asked to help on a
boat for a sailor who was 111 with a cold & in 2 days he was shipped away
in the other boy's place after this boy had waeited since the May befors
for the sweoper to leave now he thinks he was Goubled cross and every
letter we get he is getting worst not like my boy to complain but he
blessed us and tells us over and over how he loves us in my letter of
Dec 26 he tells me he dont know how long he can stand it he was going
to see some fights but was ordered to malke doughnuts for breakfast he
wouldn't mind but no one gets up for breakfast and they complain if he
makes them one way he feels like his work is unappreciated and he is so
disgusted with things he don't know where to turn next he say I cant
stand this much more and in other letters he say Jjail would be better
than this and I dont believe he hashad a mark agains him as he has been a
good Doy all of his life., I guess this boring to you but Im trying to tell
you shy I think he is coracking. I wrote to you about 3% years ago he wanted
to transferred at that time to a photography school as that was his hobby
and printing is his trade and they made a cook out of him so he surely mis-
placed but he is the only cook for 30 men snd 4 officers and he cooks day
in and day out at night too the way he tells us also he stated that he
worked Xmas eve until 4 in the morning on an emergenscy call and then had
to get up and fix breakfast and cook his Xmas dinner so something is wrong
some where dont you think and the night of the 26th he had to stay aboard
and make doughnuts so what can we do to keep this boy from breaking he
never complained before but he says he wants me to know Jdst what they
expect him to do.

Now I dont want to make 1t harder for this boy and I am not doing this
because I'M think he is better than any other boy because I have another
boy who is a Naval Officer Lt. (Jjg) an Navy flyer so I know the Navy. but
where as who can I turn to have some one look into this boy record and try
and help him before he cracks and goes to asylum because of his letters he



seems t0 me to be headed for. Please help and advice me in regards

to this please and I'11 try and bear with the reply you send to me
in hie Dehalf. I remain,

{8/ MRS. CHARLZTS FORGE
5650 Acme Ave.
St. Louils 26, Mo,

Viola &
Charles T.
g Foege, 1943
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T REPORT OF EXAMINATION {APYANCEMENT) |y RATING

Bureaw of Naval Personnel Manual, Part D, Chapter 5. Examination for rating of. SClo
NameFOEGE, Charles Archie Jr. Service Notll 22 55 prosent mtescze

{Laat, first, middle) Bee instructiona N;

v.s. YMS 352 Continuous active service in present rate dates from 10 jljlt

(Ship or station) (Bee instructions No. 3)

belcurrent-active duty commenced April 21, lgbl as AS

(Om-w:ulvpllﬂlhl! n-it-hu' =pplies to regular Navy mea with centinuous servios.) (Data) (Rata)

Following service computed as of. _A;l]:il l.,..lgh.h (See instructions No. 4)

Total service ye.s.rtz:'. ¥ th f"’";‘e’;;:&ﬁi Nt Iﬂ;::‘n,??;s ";_Rinontl
In present rate. years, th years, years, montt
In present pay grade years, th years, ©_ months years, montt
Bea gervice (for C. P. 0.) years, th years, months

Column one above used for Regular Naval Service. Column two for service on current active duty in Naval Reserve. Column three for inactive service.
Following requirements for advancement fulfilled as noted (art. D-5104 (1)): (See instructions No. 5)

Practical factors completed—TFor rating APEI1 L, 1944 Qualifies under Art. D-5202 ____Y€8

Training course(s) ... None Service achool None

Servieo requirements were fulfilled on ... APTil 1 k- A9LL  Remarks:

Conduct and proficiency in rating marks for period during whick marks effect eligibility:

Quarter ending____6/306.010/2043 1/1/kl Avenes [ et oot
Conduet L0 | 4.0 L4 .0 ) L.O (Yes) oty
Proficiency in rate. 33 4.0 3 03 . 32 (Yes) XS
Entries derived from service record certified correct HL.. nnck.,.“Liﬁnt,..__U_SEE
EXAMINATION MARKS (Reference Art. Co% m
Article D-5201 A-N (average mark) . m=memm== _ _ Article D-5202 for petty oﬂlcars (average mark) ,_3,,,5 ______________

Nore.—Exasmination marks for neither Article D-5201 notr D-5202 used as factor In maultiple,
Article D-52 _.42_____B )(B)(a)-( @)—Qualifications for individual rating.

. (@) (b) (c) (d) {e) (4] (@) (h) O] ) (k) @ (i) (n) (0)
Subjects...|.. G, I | WU (SR | () | | Avera
Marks..____ 1.3a3| 30k 35 o T O e 336

MULTIPLE COMPUTATION (See instruetions No. 7)
P — T:gl&, 13 -—-;n mu pagln%a 1-A, 1, ’r:blu %o—']'u rntln$ of pa irndes 4,5, dd 2 ek
rae, M: Masmth2e.
A. Examination (in gualifications for rating)_._ ' X% 20.0 80.1
B. Total service_.___. L0 Years _..______X 40 20.(
‘'or multiple purposes)
C. Servicepresentrate.__....________________________ | Months____.X 0.2 EXXTXEXTEXNT X | coorcmmanaes 12.¢
.8 (For mumplun;zurn:wJ d %
. Service prese: | E PR G S S (115 . . 3! ; W B Mae——— 7 i o o - 3 = - ol I
e P Cuulmla)rgnag:b:nged] fontha..____...3< 0.1 TEEXZXIXTEXXE [ 6. (
E. Good conduct awards. Number. X L0 ¥ Llkeseaat o ms
F. Bonus (see instructions)
Final multiple—|_ _______________ | Final 1£ipl
] - ] . 3 - g -
Date of examination .. JoApeil 19LL T y.s  IMS 352 A L
D, weation, or activity of Doardl
The candidate was examined in accordance with requirements of the Bureau of Nuvﬂ Persunnel Manual ﬂ existing instruction
We consider him £0_be fully qualified and do ... 89 _________ recommend m for the mtmg (| ettt O

Examination marks and multiple shown above certified correct. eﬁa
T TN el y vdook, TIgut. TSNE..
4 /} 8. N. Senior Member.
I

s-ﬁi.jsmaﬂam+3nsign,._pﬁ1\_5a§ - ieut (J g) ,. USNR.

U. 8. N.
SUPERVISORY BOARD (if applicable)
i U S N. U. 8 'N. U 8N
16—9600-3
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BUNED RP NGB
B-FONOR, Charles Archie Jr.
1/8/16

d Mareh 1945

Honoradle Johm J. Cochran
House of Representatives
Washington, D. 0,

Dear Nr. Cochranm:

This 1s in further reply to your letter dated 10 Jamunry 1945 in
the interest of Charles Archie Foege Jr., Ship's Cook First Clags,
U. §, Eaval Reserve.

The report of a complete physical examination dated 20 Yebruary 1045
in the case of Foege has Deen received by this Buresn. A review of
thhrmﬂm&nthmmndnl“mmwﬂd
for all the dutien of his rate at sea or on foreiga service, vith no
physical defects moted. Vith particular reference to Foege's nervous
and mental ocendition, the report of a meuropsychiatric comsaltation
dated 21 February 1945, and performed at the U, S. Naval Hospital,
Brooklyn, New York, was negative.

I8 1s hoped the above-sudmitted information will relieve Mrs. Foege
of any undue anxiety which she may have experienced conceraning the
present physical snd mental conditiem of her som.

Sincerely yours,

ROSS T, MeINTIKE
Viee Admiral (NG)
Surgeon Gemeral, U, §. Navy
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€. 0. Order No _&Q_Lzb_é_ﬁ’—q')
\.
 FOEGE, Charles Avehia Ji'

_ch,_ngu_Ar_@iﬂ_lbf e enT (suRname) ¥ TFIRST RAME] (WIDDLE NAME)

by} a — B 5 el

Nagk TName in Full, Surname to the Left) le usi RET usuREJ—L USH ) B
ATINGY (CLASS) i

12288 oo OO —— 5. Naval Air Station, Pansacola, Fla,

(Service NoJ (SHIP OR STATION)

Date Reported Alm-rd:____u._&lm———/ o 15 Jane 41 eais s date. 2L Aug. L5
(RATE) (DATE)

o em HON. DTSC. EXP. ENL
U.5.8, THB 52 e HOL UG R B e

Mine Craft (ot exgivation of enifstirent: 1)

a
(Shi T Station Received From)
o e v o s )G (1) s vor D s
Ltrem e

GAPTAIﬁ'ﬁ gwﬂ'fﬁ! _______________

gServed aboard this vessel with ‘ S R | VR {
oredit during Invasion of France, e e gt TSk, 110
Bﬂi' d. 1. s.in' aret from m. jme served in enlisiment and extensien if any. s (Rmen toAve)
30 19 June 194k, from b July to : et b e s e e
9 July 194k, from 2 August to 15 B T —
| Sugust uhder enemy aotdon, and i e ot extonsom bacauie of AWOLL AGL, or K01
. ‘subsequently elong the Frenoh ; o L (1) s vor 38 roncad o mave p fime st,
" soast, Perforned dutiss "In Acoord Soan (e 1648 |
| With The Best Treditions of The i e a L
| United Stetes Neval Service." ‘
> . 1
%o Hﬁ'&ﬂ. | Thweded . {ecommended for the kuropean
By direction. : rican Middle sestern Campaign Medal. .
ted for enlictment at K Inducted a1 St. Louls, Mo,

i B
't Active duty from X

v.. sterred 10 Fleet Reserve—
(cLass)

wvice completes on cate of last dischaige. i
(YRS (MOS) (EAYSI

Service 16 Include date of last discharge.

PLAC!

srged o1 teasferred -
leet Reserve at.

tPLACE)
\ -

& bove named individual {15 thmmardcd for reenlistment,

bove niamed ingividual (is K1) (is noT (1) recommended far Good Conduct Medal.

. ™ —
Date Tramsferred— ————————————— st of Discharge Gratuity Due ot Discharge § 28, A
i . Fersonal Funds e

Cra'uns Credited §.

T — :
T . TRYGS/AV, Lt.

UNAME AND S1GNATUREY
_(NAME RO Sfficer tree At 2025(2) NR)
o fhis order hal be linec out befire signature is atfixed).

I
- Signature and Rank of Commanding Offcer.

o 4 Alowatice 5_—2——3 : ‘j o

Dite Received Aboard———— ———————— ART 1 - FOR SERVICE RECORD
SUMMARY CF SERVICE
* Vessz| or Station i
73a%t., oba, LRarea = Rate

15 Jan., L1 L3 ' :
2 -ApTil L1 il L dﬁﬁglthhﬁ A.é
L0 SN0 L June 4L 18 Uct, L3 5267 SIe; SC
MOTC,, Tittie Cfeak; Va.- 3 toros e E e e —
e i z ov, | 23 Nov, 43 | SC2
US NAS., P - | 23 Nov. 43 ‘ larc ! :

; ensacola, 7la, |25 Margh L5 \ 33 Lﬁ;cnﬂ? ggig

Recelving Ship New Yo
USS WUNARGO =

4]

N
/

o ; = < A i

- 3.49 . A k. 'i‘HXGbTED: Lt./(Jz) USN.

USIGNATURE AND RANK OF COMMANDING OFFICER)

Permanent adcress alter dischargs >
ranent adcress after ischarge___ 2730 Sulphur Ave., St, Louis, Mo, /P&

Firal average in all marks vpan di




This was more
of my Dad’s
and Mom’s
7

type of boat.
Not at all like a

|
Norwegi ian Caribbean Lines - mm
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HAPPILY EVERY AFTER
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CHARLES A FOEGE
SCI US NAVY
WORLD WAR Ii

JAN 5 1916 AUG 14 1986
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